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VICTORIA – The Government of British Columbia is investing $10.5 million in 14 resort 
communities for projects that help support local tourism infrastructure and amenities.

The funding comes from the government’s Resort Municipality Initiative (RMI), which helps to 
grow the tourism sector in eligible municipalities. This year, the B.C. government is providing a 
total of $10.5 million to 14 eligible communities and is extending the RMI program for another 
year to the end of 2017.

Municipalities eligible for RMI funding are Fernie, Golden, Harrison Hot Springs, Invermere, 
Kimberley, Osoyoos, Radium Hot Springs, Revelstoke, Rossland, Sun Peaks, Tofino, Ucluelet, 
Valemount and Whistler.

More than $98.1 million in RMI funding has been invested since 2006 to support the unique 
challenges and opportunities faced by these smaller resort-oriented municipalities. 
Communities will use this funding to enhance infrastructure and services crucial to growing the 
tourism sector that drives their local economies. Projects range from trail and boardwalk 
improvements to venue development and tourist information services.

The RMI program helps these resort municipalities to increase the number of visitors and their 
length of stay, broaden resort activities to expand the length of the tourist season, grow 
employment, and diversify the local tax base.

Tourism is one of the sectors identified in the BC Jobs Plan which continues to build on the 
strengths of eight of the province’s most competitive sectors, utilizing B.C.’s educated and 
skilled workforce, keeping the economy diverse, strong and growing.

The B.C. tourism industry created 132,200 jobs and generated $13.9 billion in revenues in 2013. 
RMI supports the BC Jobs Plan and Gaining the Edge: B.C.’s Tourism Strategy by helping resort-
based municipalities address the unique challenges they face as seasonally dependent 
economies. In addition to RMI funding, the Province invests more than $90 million annually in 
the tourism sector throughout B.C.

Quote:

Shirley Bond, Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training and Minister Responsible for 
Labour –

"The Resort Municipality Initiative is designed to help improve and strengthen the economies 
of resort communities around the province. We know that the tourism sector helps drive our 
diverse economy and is a significant job creator. We want to ensure that when visitors choose 
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to enjoy one of these resort municipalities they have a memorable experience and that it 
motivates them to continue to make British Columbia their year round destination of choice."

Quick Facts:

• The Government of British Columbia is investing $10.5 million in 14 resort communities 
for projects that help support local tourism infrastructure and amenities.

• More than $98.1 million in RMI funding has been invested since 2006 to support tourism 
infrastructure and programs, helping to grow these communities’ local and regional 
economies.

• In 2014, 4.7 million international visitors came to B.C. – a 5.3% increase and nearly a 
quarter of a million more people than the previous year.

• In 2013, tourism provided a direct contribution to B.C.’s gross domestic product of $7.3 
billion, accounting for 4% of the Province’s total GDP.

• In 2013, the tourism sector employed 132,200 British Columbians – that is about one in 
every 15 jobs in B.C.

Learn More:

BC Jobs Plan: http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/

To learn more about the Resort Municipality Initiative visit: http://ow.ly/R0k5j

http://www.bcjobsplan.ca/
http://ow.ly/R0k5j
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Rossland: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0129-001371

Whistler: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0130-001372

Osoyoos: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0131-001373

Invermere: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0124-001366

Valemount: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0132-001374

Revelstoke: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0133-001375

Radium Hot Springs: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0125-001367

Sun Peaks: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0126-001368

Tofino: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0127-001369

Ucluelet: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0128-001370

Kimberley: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0120-001362

Golden: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0121-001363

Harrison Hot Springs: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0122-001364

Fernie: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2015JTST0123-001365
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