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VICTORIA – With a $3-million grant from the B.C. government, the Victoria Foundation will 
improve access to fresh, nutritious, affordable food for thousands of people who regularly 
experience food insecurity.

“Connecting more people to healthy food will make a huge difference in the lives of so many 
families,” said Shane Simpson, Minister of Social Development and Poverty Reduction. “This is a 
perfect example of how we can all work together to reduce poverty and make life better for 
British Columbians.”

From the $3-million provincial contribution:

• Up to $2 million will be used to help purchase the Mustard Seed’s Food Security 
Distribution Centre, which is a hub to redistribute food across south Vancouver Island 
and home to the region’s Food Rescue Project. The building has been leased since 2017, 
and the purchase will provide long-term stability for the program.

• The remaining funding will be used to offer grants to organizations in B.C. for food 
security projects that can help low-income individuals and families.

“The Victoria Foundation and Mustard Seed are partners in a far-reaching network of 
businesses, non-profits and community volunteers working together to tackle food insecurity in 
a sustainable way,” said Simpson. “Our government is proud to support these efforts and help 
them grow to reach every person who needs support.”

Food insecurity occurs when people do not have reliable and regular access to quality, healthy, 
culturally appropriate, affordable food. It affects the health of approximately 50,000 people in 
the capital region and around half a million people provincewide.

Through the new Food Security Provincial Initiatives Fund, the Victoria Foundation will work 
with local non-profits throughout B.C. to identify community-specific needs and create food 
security projects that support health and wellness. More details on the fund will be available in 
late June 2019.

“Food security is central to the well-being of people, which makes it a priority for our region 
and the Province,” said Sandra Richardson, CEO, Victoria Foundation. “The new Food Security 
Provincial Initiatives Fund will help us build and support other programs like the Food Rescue 
Project, because better food creates healthier individuals, families and communities.”

The Food Rescue Project operates in collaboration with more than 50 member organizations of 
the Food Share Network, an informal group of local non-profits, First Nations, school districts 
and organizations working toward a food-secure region. The Mustard Seed recovers about 
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1,815 kilograms (4,000 pounds) of fresh food daily from local grocery stores and redistributes it 
to network members, who in turn help feed 35,000 food insecure people in the capital region 
annually. The centre is the key piece in a food distribution network that decreases food 
insecurity and connects people with social service programs.

“The distribution centre will secure a permanent location for a food hub for the capital region,” 
said Derek Pace, executive director, Mustard Seed Street Church. “Purchasing the building gives 
us the stability we need to continue growing the network of donors who provide food each 
week and to continue to support and participate in the Food Share Network made up of those 
groups who distribute food to people in their communities. In addition to helping ensure that 
the Food Rescue Project remains sustainable, the centre will enable the community’s larger 
vision for food security, growing programs in food literacy, employment, environmental 
sustainability and the local food systems.”

The Victoria Foundation is actively working to find other donors to support the Mustard Seed’s 
purchase of the Food Security Distribution Centre and the Food Security Provincial Initiatives 
Fund. Vancity has already committed $200,000 to support the purchase.

Learn More:

TogetherBC, B.C.’s first poverty reduction strategy:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/poverty-
reduction-strategy

The Victoria Foundation’s food security initiatives:
https://victoriafoundation.bc.ca/food-rescue-project/

The Mustard Seed Street Church’s Food Rescue Project:
http://mustardseed.ca/food-rescue/

A backgrounder follows.

http://news.gov.bc.ca/connect
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/poverty-reduction-strategy
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/poverty-reduction-strategy
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/poverty-reduction-strategy
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/about-the-bc-government/poverty-reduction-strategy
https://victoriafoundation.bc.ca/food-rescue-project/
http://mustardseed.ca/food-rescue/


Facts about poverty and food insecurity in B.C.
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TogetherBC, the Province’s first poverty reduction strategy, was released in March 2019 as a 
roadmap to reduce overall poverty by 25% and cut child poverty in half over five years.

• Addressing poverty is a shared priority between government and the BC Green Party 
caucus and is part of the Confidence and Supply Agreement.

• During poverty reduction consultations last year, food insecurity was identified as a 
concern in communities throughout B.C.

• Almost half a million British Columbians experience some level of household food 
insecurity.

• One in six children under the age of 18 years lives in a household experiencing food 
insecurity.

• In Greater Victoria, 14% of households are food insecure, with higher rates among 
vulnerable populations such as seniors and children.

• Each year, the Mustard Seed Street Church’s Food Security Distribution Centre collects 
and distributes roughly 545,000 kilograms (1.2 million pounds) of food throughout the 
Greater Victoria region.

• The Food Share Network is an informal regional collaboration of non-profits, school 
districts, First Nations and organizations committed to a food-secure region.

• Grocery retailers contributing to the Food Rescue Project include Thrifty Foods, Red Barn 
Markets, Fairway Markets, Country Grocer and the Root Cellar.
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