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DELTA – Unique to Western Canada, a moveable barrier system with a zipper truck is about to 
make its debut on the Alex Fraser Bridge to make this key crossing safer and faster for 
commuters.

This innovative type of counterflow improves capacity on the bridge and eliminates potential 
for cross-over collisions during counterflow, as traffic is continually separated by barriers. The 
system is in the testing phase and expected to be in place for drivers sometime in mid-
December 2019.

“The Alex Fraser Bridge project shows how we are working closely with our partners to build 
the modern transportation infrastructure needed to keep people safe and support long-term 
economic growth,” said Catherine McKenna, federal Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities. “Together, we are helping communities make positive changes to improve 
people’s lives, keep our businesses competitive and reduce carbon emissions for our children 
and grandchildren.”

Ravi Kahlon, MLA for Delta-North, on behalf of Claire Trevena, B.C.’s Minister of Transportation 
and Infrastructure, hosted a preview of the zipper truck in action near the weigh scale at 
Nordel Way on Dec. 12, 2019.

“I’m thrilled to welcome the zipper system to the Alex Fraser Bridge, which will create an 
additional lane during peak times and keep drivers protected by barriers,” said Kahlon. “It will 
make a noticeable and positive difference for about 120,000 people who drive across the Alex 
Fraser Bridge every day, getting people to work and back home to their families more quickly 
and reliably.”

The extra lane will be in place for northbound traffic every weekday from 4:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. to help ensure a more efficient and consistent travel time during the morning commute. 
Outside of these hours, the fourth lane will be open to ease congestion for southbound traffic.

Upgrades for cyclists and pedestrians include new wayfinding signs, better access via the 
Cliveden Avenue interchange, widening narrow sections of sidewalk on the bridge and 
improving the Cliveden and Nordel pathways.

Previously completed work includes:

• strengthening the bridge to accommodate the additional weight of another lane of traffic 
(repairing the main span deck, modifying expansion joints and stiffening girders);

• creating a seventh lane to the bridge by removing the shoulders and reconfiguring the 
pre-existing six lanes from 3.7 metres to 3.55 metres wide;
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• adding additional lanes southbound on Highway 91 between Nordel Way and 72nd 
Avenue; and

• upgrading the Cliveden Avenue and Nordel Way interchanges, including a new signal for 
traffic accessing the Alex Fraser Bridge northbound from Nordel Way.

The South of Fraser Advance Traveller Information System portion of the project is ongoing and 
expected to be finished in spring 2020. Thirteen new dynamic message signs are being installed 
that will predict the estimated travel time on four major Fraser River crossings — Alex Fraser 
Bridge, Port Mann Bridge, Pattullo Bridge and the George Massey Tunnel. Signs allowing drivers 
to choose their best route will be located along Highway 17, Highway 1, Highway 10, Marine 
Way and Knight Street.

Quick Facts:

• To help keep travellers safe and traffic flowing efficiently as part of the counterflow 
operations, the speed limit on the Alex Fraser Bridge has been permanently lowered 
from 90 km/h to 70 km/h.

• The $70-million Alex Fraser Bridge capacity-improvement project is funded by the 
Government of Canada (more than $32.7 million) and the Province of B.C. (more than 
$37.3 million).

Learn More:

Information on the zipper truck and moveable barrier system, including photos and video, is 
available online: https://www.tranbc.ca/2019/12/11/how-the-zipper-truck-will-help-your-alex-
fraser-bridge-commute/
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