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VICTORIA – Government has temporarily extended hours of retail liquor service in British 
Columbia to provide greater opportunities for physical distancing for seniors and people who 
are immuno-compromised.

Liquor retailers, such as wine stores or private liquor stores, throughout the province are now 
allowed to temporarily operate between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. daily, if they choose to do so.

These time-limited measures should provide seniors and immuno-compromised populations 
the opportunity to buy liquor during early shopping hours already being provided by other 
retailers, such as grocery stores.

Extending the hours of retail liquor service will support these businesses in complying with the 
requirements set out by the provincial health officer, the Ministry of Health and other 
authorities, including those related to physical distancing.

The Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB) issued a policy directive that temporarily 
extends hours of service for licensee retail stores, wine stores, special wine stores and liquor 
manufacturers with onsite store endorsements, while the Liquor Distribution Branch (LDB) has 
put into place measures that allow the same operating hours at rural agency stores.

Under the temporary directives, delivery services are also authorized to purchase liquor 
products on behalf of a customer from a liquor store, or any licensee authorized to sell in 
unopened containers, and to deliver and sell that liquor during these same hours.

The new policies are effective immediately and will remain in effect until July 15, 2020. These 
changes do not override any additional requirements or limitations placed on businesses 
regarding hours of liquor service by local governments or First Nations.

Learn More:

For the latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and testing, visit:  
http://www.bccdc.ca/
Or follow @CDCofBC

For provincial health officer orders, notices and guidance, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/phoguidance

For non-health related information, including financial, child care and education supports, 
travel, transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/covid19
Or call 1 888 COVID19 (1 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m., seven days a week
 

Ministry of Attorney General

http://www.bccdc.ca/
http://www.gov.bc.ca/phoguidance
http://www.gov.bc.ca/Covid-19
http://www.gov.bc.ca/Covid-19


Connect with the Province of B.C. at: news.gov.bc.ca/connect

Ministry of Attorney General
Media Relations
778 678-1572

Contact:

http://news.gov.bc.ca/connect

