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VICTORIA – Government has issued two emergency orders that temporarily suspend in-person 
execution requirements for wills and personal planning instruments, including representation 
agreements and enduring powers of attorney.

The emergency orders address concerns raised by the legal community, including the 
regulatory bodies and representative associations for lawyers and notaries public, as well as by 
members of the public, regarding the requirement that such legal documents be executed and 
witnessed in person.

The new orders benefit both legal professionals and their clients, particularly seniors and 
immuno-compromised people who may be hesitant to travel into more populated areas during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as British Columbians who live in rural and remote areas and 
are trying to limit travel outside of their communities.

Under the orders, which are effective as of May 19, 2020, careful safeguards will be established 
to reduce fraud, including ensuring legal professionals (lawyers and notaries public) are 
involved in remote execution; prescribing the circumstances in which documents can be 
executed remotely; and providing strict parameters and requirements around remote 
execution.

The emergency orders are tied to the provincial state of emergency and will expire when it is 
lifted.

Learn More:

Read the emergency orders here:

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/2020_m161

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/2020_m162

For the latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and testing, visit:  
http://www.bccdc.ca/
Or follow @CDCofBC on Twitter.

For the provincial health officer's orders, notices and guidance, visit: 
www.gov.bc.ca/phoguidance

For non-health related information, including financial, child care and education supports, 
travel, transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/Covid-19
Or call 1 888 COVID19 (1 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacific time), seven 
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