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VICTORIA – Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, and Dr. Bonnie Henry, British Columbia’s provincial 
health officer, have issued the following joint statement regarding updates on the novel 
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) in British Columbia:

“The federal government announced its plans to bring Canadians home from Hubei, China. In 
the near future, a repatriation flight will bring Canadians from Hubei province, including Wuhan 
city, to Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Trenton near Toronto. Each of these returning Canadians, 
including staff and flight crew, will remain at CFB Trenton for 14 days to receive the necessary 
social and medical support they may need.

“We have been working closely with the federal government to ensure the repatriation process 
is smooth and conducted in a way that best protects the returning Canadians and the public 
here at home. It is expected that B.C. will be the final destination for some of the returning 
Canadians, and we will continue liaising with the federal government as it identifies passengers 
for the repatriation flight.

“The returning Canadians will spend 14 days at CFB Trenton, which is the 2019 novel 
coronavirus maximum incubation period, so they can be assessed and monitored, and to 
support their transition back to Canada.

“In B.C., we have chosen testing criteria with an intentionally low threshold to purposely 
ensure a wide range of people are eligible for novel coronavirus testing. On Friday, Jan. 31, we 
reported testing 114 samples and one confirmed case. Updates will be published each Friday 
at: www.bccdc.ca

“There continues to be one confirmed case in B.C.

“We want to reassure people that the risk of this virus spreading within British Columbia 
remains low at this time. We are watching the evolution of the outbreak in China very closely 
and will notify the public if the measures we need to take in B.C. change.

“All necessary precautions are being taken to prevent the spread of infection. We have multiple 
systems in place to prepare for, detect and respond in order to prevent the spread of serious 
infectious diseases in the province.

“The most important measures to prevent all respiratory illnesses, including this novel 
coronavirus, remain cleaning your hands regularly, avoiding touching your face, coughing or 
sneezing into your elbow sleeve, disposing of tissues appropriately and staying home and away 
from others if you become sick. 
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Contact:

“Anyone who is concerned they may have been exposed to, or are experiencing symptoms of, 
the coronavirus should contact their primary care provider, local public health office or call 811. 
Translation services for 811 are available in more than 130 languages.”

Learn More:

For more information and latest updates on 2019-nCoV, follow the BC Centre for Disease 
Control on Twitter @CDCofBC or visit the website: http://www.bccdc.ca/

Provincial health officer’s Jan. 29, 2020, statement confirming 2019-nCoV:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020HLTH0016-000176

For the Jan. 28, 2020, joint statement on 2019-nCoV, visit:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020HLTH0015-000151 

For a Chinese translation: https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/2020.02.03CoronavirusUpdate_CN.pdf

For a Punjabi translation: https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/2020_Punjabi-
ST_Feb3_Coronavirus_Update_Feb3_1115.pdf
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