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VICTORIA – Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, and Dr. Bonnie Henry, B.C.’s provincial health officer, 
have issued the following joint statement regarding updates on the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) response in British Columbia:

“Today, we are reporting 34 new cases, including three epi-linked cases, for a total of 3,362 
cases in British Columbia.

“There are 285 active cases of COVID-19 in the province and 2,888 people who tested positive 
have recovered.

“Of the total COVID-19 cases, 17 individuals are hospitalized, three of whom are in intensive 
care. The remaining people with COVID-19 are recovering at home in self-isolation.

“Since the start of the pandemic, there have been 1,049 cases of COVID-19 in the Vancouver 
Coastal Health region, 1,742 in the Fraser Health region, 141 in the Island Health region, 304 in 
the Interior Health region, 69 in the Northern Health region and 57 cases of people who reside 
outside of Canada.

“There have been no new COVID-19 related deaths, for a total of 189 deaths in British 
Columbia. We offer our condolences to everyone who has lost their loved ones during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“There have been no new health-care facility outbreaks. In total, one long-term care facility and 
two acute-care facilities have active outbreaks.

“There are several community exposure events and one active community outbreak. Public 
health teams are actively contact tracing and requesting the assistance of anyone who may 
have been exposed to monitor themselves closely and follow public health guidance.

“The B.C. COVID-19 curve is trending upward. We need to bend it back down to where it 
belongs.

“We have proven that we know how to do this, and now each of us needs to make that 
happen.

“Contact tracing three or four people is much faster and easier than trying to reach 20 or 30 
people. With each additional person, transmission is greater and more people are at risk, which 
means more people need to self-isolate and limit contact with others.

“As a direct result of the recent community exposures, there are close to a thousand British 
Columbians who are self-isolating at home, unable to work or even leave their home to enjoy 
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the summer sunshine.

“You can protect your friends and loved ones by protecting their household bubble. To do this, 
keep your groups small, only spend time with those you know and use your layers of 
protection.

“Let’s stop the spread of COVID-19 with our safe physical distancing, washing our hands, 
cleaning more often, following one-way pathways, using plexi-barriers and wearing a mask 
when keeping distance is difficult.

“When travelling, be considerate of the communities you are visiting and use your travel 
manners at all times. This includes always, without exception, delaying your trip if you are 
feeling unwell.

“Recognizing the risks within bars and nightclubs and the recent links to exposure in these 
locations, the provincial health officer’s order is being amended. All patrons must now be 
seated at a designated seat. There is no liquor self-service or dancing, and measures need to be 
in place to reduce lineups and gathering outside. Changes in the requirements of events have 
also been made to further reduce the potential for transmission.

“We can all have a fun and safe summer in spite of COVID-19. Let’s focus our efforts, be 
mindful of those around us and give each other the space to stay safe.

“We are not going back to things we had to do before, but we do need to go back to safe social 
interactions, fewer faces and all working together to flatten our curve once again.”

Quick Facts:

• Assisted living, long-term care homes and seniors' rental buildings with ongoing COVID-
19 outbreaks are as follows:
◦ Vancouver Coastal Health:

▪ Holy Family Hospital long-term care facility

Learn More:

For B.C.’s surgical renewal plan and the first report on its progress from July 21, visit:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020HLTH0026-000830

For the latest modelling information presented on July 20, visit: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-
info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/modelling-projections

For more information about BC’s Restart Plan, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/restartbc

For mental health and anxiety support, visit: www.bouncebackbc.ca
Or: www.anxietycanada.com

For the latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and testing, 
visit: http://www.bccdc.ca/
Or follow @CDCofBC on Twitter.

For non-health related information, including financial, child care and education supports, 
travel, transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/covid19
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Connect with the Province of B.C. at: news.gov.bc.ca/connect
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250 952-1887 (media line)

Contact:

Or call 1 888 COVID19 (1 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacific time), seven 
days a week.

For the latest videos and livestreaming of COVID-19 media availabilities, visit:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BCProvincialGovernment/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BCGovNews 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/ProvinceofBC
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