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VICTORIA – The Province of British Columbia has formally extended the provincial state of 
emergency, allowing health and emergency management officials to continue to use 
extraordinary powers under the Emergency Program Act to support the Province's COVID-19 
pandemic response.

The state of emergency is extended through the end of the day on Oct. 13, 2020, to allow staff 
to continue to take the necessary actions to keep British Columbians safe and manage 
immediate concerns and COVID-19 outbreaks.

A provincial declaration of a state of emergency allows the Province to implement provincial 
emergency measures and allows access to assets that may be necessary to prevent, respond to 
or alleviate the effects of an emergency. This is a temporary measure authorized by the 
Emergency Program Act.

The extension of the provincial state of emergency is based on recommendations from B.C.‘s 
health and emergency management officials. The original declaration was made on March 18, 
2020, the day after Dr. Bonnie Henry, provincial health officer, declared a public health 
emergency.

On July 10, the COVID-19 Related Measures Act came into force, enabling provisions created 
for citizens and businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic to continue as needed 
should the provincial state of emergency end.

Quick Facts:

• Declarations of provincial states of emergency may be issued by the minister responsible 
under the Emergency Program Act.

• The provincial government can extend the period of a declaration made by the minister 
responsible for further periods of up to 14 days at a time.

• During the 2017 wildfire season, the province was in a provincial state of emergency for 
10 weeks from July 7 to Sept. 15.

Learn More:

For recommendations on protecting yourself and your community, including for employers, 
businesses and schools, visit:
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/coronavirus-(novel)

For more information and latest medical updates on COVID-19, follow the BC Centre for 
Disease Control on Twitter @CDCofBC or visit the centre‘s website: http://www.bccdc.ca/
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