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PENTICTON – Beginning this fall, median barriers will be installed on sections of Highway 97 
between Penticton and Summerland and Highway 97A between Armstrong and Vernon, 
improving safety for area residents, commercial truck drivers and tourists.

“Improving safety for people is our top priority and installing median barriers along sections of 
the highway ensures an added layer of protection for travellers,” said Claire Trevena, Minister 
of Transportation and Infrastructure. “This project will benefit those travelling in the Okanagan, 
whether it be for daily errands, business or pleasure.”

Crews will be working on two highly travelled sections of Highway 97 and Highway 97A. Once 
completed, the centre barrier will divide the highway along these segments, improving safety 
and preventing head-on collisions and other crossover accidents.

Two separate tenders will be issued. The first is for the installation of median and roadside 
barriers on sections of eight kilometres of Highway 97 between West Bench Hill Road and Sun-
Oka Beach Provincial Park. The roadside barrier will connect with the existing roadside barrier. 
Work on this project is anticipated to start in early fall.

The second tender is for the installation of continuous median barriers on a 5.9-kilometre 
section of Highway 97A between Smith Drive in Armstrong and Pleasant Valley Road in Vernon. 
Work on this project is anticipated to begin late this year.

Drivers can expect minor delays during these projects, as the installation work will occur 
outside the peak traffic hours of 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The ministry appreciates 
people’s patience during the work. Drivers are reminded to obey construction zone speed 
limits and the direction of traffic personnel. Updates on delays will be available online: 
DriveBC.ca 

Provincial construction sites have protocols and policies in place following the requirements of 
the provincial health officer to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. These measures include 
physical distancing and other protocols to ensure worker and public safety.

Learn More:

For guidance to construction sites operating during COVID-19, visit: http://ow.ly/P7WS50z8hNT

For the most up-to-date highway travel information, go to @DriveBC on Twitter
Or visit: https://www.drivebc.ca/
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