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VICTORIA – Due to the ongoing fourth wave of the pandemic, the Province intends to introduce 
amendments to the COVID-19 Related Measures Act to extend it beyond the repeal date of 
Dec. 31, 2021.

The act provides statutory authority for various COVID-19 related orders that were introduced 
to respond to and minimize the effect of the pandemic. This includes orders:

• to allow for remote witnessing of the signing of key legal documents;
• to allow the courts to specify that court proceedings can be conducted remotely; and
• to support orders of the provincial health officer that impose conditions on the number 

of long-term care facilities staff are permitted to work at to help reduce COVID-19 
transmission. 

Additionally, the act provides civil liability protection to certain individuals or businesses that 
are providing an essential service, operating a business or engaged in an activity that benefits 
the community, as long as they are following the necessary public health orders.

The Province is providing notice of this planned amendment to assist affected organizations 
and businesses in planning for the possibility that existing orders that apply to their operations 
will continue beyond Dec. 31, 2021.

More details on the amendments will be available when the legislation is introduced in the 
house.

Learn More:

For the latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and testing, visit: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/  
Or follow the BC Centre for Disease Control on Twitter @CDCofBC.

For provincial health officer orders, notices and guidance, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/phoguidance  

For non-health related information, including financial, child care and education supports, 
travel, transportation and essential service information, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/Covid-19
Or call 1 888 COVID19 (1 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacific time), seven 
days a week.
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