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VICTORIA – A temporary ban on the widespread sale and use of second-generation 
rodenticides will help protect owls and other wildlife from secondary poisoning while 
government conducts a science review and steps up the promotion of alternatives.

Effective July 21, 2021, the sale and use of second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides 
(SGARS) is prohibited for 18 months. SGARS are more powerful than the previous generation of 
rodenticides and increase the risk of the secondary poisoning of other animals who consume 
poisoned rodents. 

“We share the concerns of many British Columbians that rodenticide use is harming, and too 
often killing, birds, pets and other wildlife,” said George Heyman, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy. “That is why we are taking action to reduce risks, conduct a review 
and step up our efforts to reduce unnecessary pesticide use, rather than safer alternatives.”

The ministry’s Rodenticide Action Plan also includes increased public information activities to 
raise awareness of the risks of SGARS, the benefits of alternatives and the promotion of the 
integrated pest management system to reduce unnecessary pesticide use.

“I have been able to meet with some of the British Columbians who are concerned about the 
effects of rodenticides on wildlife,” said Susie Chant, MLA for North Vancouver-Seymour. “Our 
government is taking steps to address the dangers rodenticides pose to owls and other wildlife 
across B.C. This temporary ban will allow us to collaborate with experts in the field of rodent 
control and wildlife protection and work together on public education and the prevention of 
further harm to wildlife our province.”

Exemptions to the temporary ban include when use supports agricultural production and food 
safety. Health services, such as hospitals, food processing and storage facilities, restaurants and 
grocery stores, are also exempt. Agricultural operators may still use SGARs with proof of 
qualifying agricultural status and while following the integrated pest management principles, 
including prevention and full consideration of alternatives, with use of pesticides as a last 
resort when other measures are not effective.

“The Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) welcomes this temporary ban on the 
sale and use of SGARS,” said Brian Frenkel, president, UBCM. “It is something the UBCM has 
been advocating for, as we recognize the threat these products pose to wildlife and the 
environment. The UBCM is pleased to see the Province taking action on the issue.”

The ministry will also be undertaking a science review to better understand the root causes of 
secondary poisoning. It will review practices in other jurisdictions as it develops 
recommendations for future policy.
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“Thousands of British Columbians have voiced their concerns over the use of rodenticides and 
the harmful impacts they have on owls and other animals,” said Deanna Pfeifer, an organizer 
with the Rodenticide Free B.C. campaign. “I am pleased to know the minister is acknowledging 
the detrimental effects rodenticides can have on our ecosystem and look forward to an 
increased awareness of alternative pest management approaches that are safer, more humane 
and more effective in the long term."

The ministry will be updating pesticide applicator certification material to ensure applicators 
are aware of the potential harm of SGARs to wildlife. Applicators will be educated on methods 
to minimize harm if pesticide use is required as the last line of defence in an integrated pest 
management approach.

Quick Facts:

• Pesticides are regulated federally by Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory 
Authority, which evaluates pesticides for risks to people and the environment before 
they may be sold in Canada.

• B.C. also regulates pesticides provincially under the Integrated Pest Management Act 
(IPMA). Integrated pest management is a decision-making system designed to minimize 
the need to use pesticides by focusing on preventing pests before infestation can occur 
and incorporating non-chemical control measures when addressing issues.

• Most people who apply pesticides on public land and as a service are required to hold an 
authorization under the IPMA. Authorization holders are required to adopt integrated 
pest management (with a focus on prevention), ensure applicators are certified in 
pesticide safety and environmental protection, and apply rodenticides only in secure, 
labelled bait stations.

• Rats can pose a risk to human health from the potential spread of disease and can have 
damaging effects on the environment by feeding on native plants and animals.

• Using pesticides to control rats is one of many options to manage infestations. However, 
B.C. wildlife, primarily owls, have been dying after eating rodents poisoned with second-
generation anticoagulant rodenticides.
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