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VICTORIA – Dr. Bonnie Henry, B.C.’s provincial health officer, and Adrian Dix, Minister of 
Health, have issued the following joint statement regarding updates on the COVID-19 response 
in British Columbia:

“Today, we are reporting 564 new cases, including 12 epi-linked cases, for a total of 82,473 
cases in British Columbia.

“There are 4,743 active cases of COVID-19 in the province, with 8,659 people under active 
public health monitoring as a result of identified exposure to known cases. A further 76,289 
people who tested positive have recovered.

“Of the active cases, 248 individuals are currently hospitalized with COVID-19, 64 of whom are 
in intensive care. The remaining people are recovering at home in self-isolation.

“Since we last reported, we have had 168 new cases of COVID-19 in the Vancouver Coastal 
Health region, 279 new cases in the Fraser Health region, 35 in the Island Health region, 36 in 
the Interior Health region, 46 in the Northern Health region and no new cases of people who 
reside outside of Canada.

“There have been 46 new confirmed COVID-19 cases that are variants of concern in our 
province, for a total of 246 cases. Of the total cases, 16 are active and the remaining people 
have recovered. This includes 218 cases of the B.1.1.7 (U.K.) variant and 28 cases of the B.1.351 
(South Africa) variant.

“To date, 298,851 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine have been administered in B.C., 86,746 of which 
are second doses. Immunization data is available on the COVID-19 dashboard at: www.bccdc.ca

“There have been four new COVID-19 related deaths, for a total of 1,376 deaths in British 
Columbia. We offer our condolences to everyone who has lost loved ones to COVID-19.

“There have been no new health-care facility outbreaks.

“Here in B.C., we are in a new place in the COVID-19 pandemic. We are now getting a regular 
supply of COVID-19 vaccines that is increasing our protection, but we are also still seeing an 
uptick in new cases.

“We can’t let the successes of the vaccines be diminished with a surge in new cases in those 
who will be immunized in the months ahead. This is why our layers of protection need to 
continue to be top of mind for all of us.
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“The first deliveries of the AstraZeneca-Serum Institute of India COVID-19 vaccines will arrive in 
our province in the coming days. This vaccine will be made available to first responders and 
essential workers. The delivery will run parallel with our age-based, community-wide 
immunization program.

“Here in B.C., we have the BC Immunization Committee (BCIC), which is the provincial-level 
equivalent of the National Advisory Council on Immunization (NACI).

“The BCIC prescribes the recommended vaccine prioritization, using the guidance provided by 
NACI, along with established public health and ethical frameworks. Based on its 
recommendations, a detailed plan will be developed for the AstraZeneca-Serum Institute of 
India vaccines, which will be shared later in the month.

“As part of our ongoing COVID-19 response, we are also using point-of-care rapid testing as 
another tool to support our public health contact tracing and outbreak response efforts.

“While less reliable than the highly effective polymerase chain reaction tests used in our labs, 
point-of-care tests will continue to be used as part of public health outbreak response in rural 
and remote communities and at some worksites and community living locations.

“Private worksites may choose to adopt point-of-care testing. These locations must be 
accredited and meet all quality assurance requirements, and must immediately report all 
positive test results to public health and regional health authorities for followup.

“For any workplace considering using these tests, it is important to remember these tests do 
not replace any of the public health orders, protective measures or COVID-19 safety plans 
required for all B.C. workplaces.

“Our COVID-19 pandemic has required a whole-of-province response and for everyone to 
do their part. It is about using all of the tools we have available to us as much as possible and 
protecting as many people as possible, as quickly as possible.

“Brighter days are ahead. Let’s continue to stay the course with our safety measures, staying 
small and local, so we can get there even faster.”

Learn More:

To learn more about B.C.’s Rapid Testing Strategy, visit: http://news.gov.bc.ca/files/3-4-
21_rapid_testing_strategy.pdf

To learn more about NACI’s recommendations on the use of COVID-19 vaccines, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-
on-immunization-naci/rapid-response-extended-dose-intervals-covid-19-vaccines-early-rollout-
population-protection.html

Provincial health officer orders and guidance:

Orders: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-
the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/covid-19-novel-coronavirus

Guidance on new restrictions: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-
preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/restrictions
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Vaccine and outbreak info:

For vaccine information, visit the BC Centre for Disease Control dashboard: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/data
Or: www.bccdc.ca

For data regarding ongoing outbreaks in long-term care, assisted-living and independent-living 
facilities in B.C., visit: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-
19/data#outbreak

The latest updates, guidance and information on COVID-19, and where to get tested:

The latest medical updates, including case counts, prevention, risks and to find a testing centre 
near you: http://www.bccdc.ca/
Or follow @CDCofBC on Twitter.

Mental health support:

Mental health and anxiety support: www.bouncebackbc.ca
Or: www.anxietycanada.com
Or: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/mental-
well-being-during-covid-19
Or: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-
substance-use/virtual-supports-covid-19

To share your feedback in the Personal Impacts of COVID-19 survey, visit: 
https://www.bcchr.ca/POP/our-research/pics

Non-health related information:

Financial, child care and education support, travel, transportation and essential service 
information: www.gov.bc.ca/covid19
Or call 1 888 COVID19 (1 888 268-4319) between 7:30 a.m. and 8 p.m. (Pacific time), seven 
days a week.

COVID-19 exposure events, updates and information by health authority:

BCCDC (flights, work sites, etc.): http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-
conditions/covid-19/public-exposures
Fraser Health: fraserhealth.ca/covid19exposure
Interior Health: https://news.interiorhealth.ca/news/public-exposures/
Island Health: https://www.islandhealth.ca/learn-about-health/covid-19/outbreaks-and-
exposures
Northern Health: https://www.northernhealth.ca/health-topics/outbreaks-and-exposures
Vancouver Coastal Health: http://www.vch.ca/covid-19/public-exposures

For the latest videos and livestreaming of COVID-19 media availabilities, visit:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BCProvincialGovernment/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BCGovNews
YouTube: www.youtube.com/ProvinceofBC
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Assisted-living, long-term care homes, seniors’ rental buildings and acute-care facilities with 
ongoing COVID-19 outbreaks
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Assisted-living, long-term care homes and seniors’ rental buildings:

Vancouver Coastal Health – no facilities

Fraser Health – five facilities

• Chartwell Carrington House Retirement Residence (second occurrence)
• Fleetwood Villa (second occurrence)
• Revera Sunwood Retirement Community
• Royal City Manor (second occurrence)
• Shaughnessy Care Centre (second occurrence)

Northern Health – one facility

• Acropolis Manor

Interior Health – two facilities

• Brocklehurst Gemstone Care Centre
• The Florentine

Island Health – one facility

• Glacier View Lodge

Acute-care facilities:

• Chilliwack General Hospital
• Dawson Creek and District Hospital
• Eagle Ridge Hospital
• Kelowna General Hospital
• Mission Memorial Hospital
• Royal Columbian Hospital
• Surrey Memorial Hospital
• Vancouver General Hospital
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PPE Update – Thursday, March 4, 2021

BACKGROUNDER 2
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To recap B.C.’s cumulative totals, from March 2020 to Monday, Feb. 22, 2021, the following 
personal protective equipment (PPE) has arrived in B.C.:

• Just over 8.5 million N95 or equivalent respirators
• Just over 176 million surgical or procedure masks
• Just over 3.6 million pieces of eye protection, including goggles and face shields
• Just over 367 million pairs of gloves
• Almost 23 million gowns

Over the last week, the following PPE has arrived in B.C.:

• 2,020 N95 or equivalent respirators
• 4,638,000 surgical or procedure masks
• 112,960 pieces of eye protection, including goggles and face shields
• 12,624,750 pairs of gloves
• 285,124 gowns

B.C. continues to source and test PPE to make sure products meet or exceed safety 
requirements before use in the health-care system. It is working to pursue any and all credible 
leads for safe and effective products for the health system.
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