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Summary

• Fifty-six local governments will receive funding to deliver more homes quicker
• The $9 million will support various projects that streamline local government 

development approval processes
• This includes digitization projects to align with the BC Building Permit Hub, use of modern 

construction methods and implementation of standardized designs for housing

__________

Fifty-six local governments will receive funding to fast-track development approvals and 
accelerate the delivery of homes.

“Our focus from the start has been on helping people across B.C. find housing that fits their 
needs and budgets. That can look very different in different communities,” said Christine Boyle, 
Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs. “With the Local Government Development 
Approvals Program, local governments can improve their internal processes and development 
approvals, so that we can speed up the delivery of homes for people living and working in B.C.”

The Local Government Develop Approvals Program, administered through the Union of British 
Columbia Municipalities (UBCM), helps local governments develop innovative ways to improve 
development-approval processes to help non-profit housing organizations, developers and 
other stakeholders deliver homes quicker and increase housing supply.

“The Province is building the housing people in B.C. need, with more than 99,000 homes built 
or underway,” said Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Governments and Rural 
Communities. “We’re going to continue our strong partnerships to build so British Columbians 
are able to afford to rent, to own and stay in the communities they work in, where their 
families are and where they call home.”

Cori Ramsay, president, UBCM, said: “Getting the homes British Columbians need approved, 
built and available requires all orders of government and industry to work together to improve 
development approvals processes. Across B.C., local governments are investing in practical 
solutions to streamline approvals, including digitizing permitting systems, adopting 
standardized housing designs, and modernizing processes. UBCM is pleased to partner with the 
Province to deliver the Local Government Develop Approvals Program, helping communities 
strengthen their capacity to support the timely delivery of much-needed housing.”
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Innovative solutions to fast-track housing

The $9-million grant programs will support streamlining local government development 
approvals processes for a variety of projects, such as prefabricated, modular or standardized 
housing designs. 

• The City of Fernie will make enhancements to improve record retrieval speed, ensure 
compatibility with the BC Building Permit Hub and build alignment with future provincial 
systems.

• The District of Lake Country will identify opportunities to support the adoption of 
modern methods of construction, review the zoning bylaw and make recommendations 
to improve development approval processes.

• The City of Burnaby will implement targeted development approvals process 
improvements to support housing delivery, with a focus on small-scale multi-unit 
housing, standardized housing designs and modern construction methods.

Quotes: 

Blair Ireland, mayor of Lake Country –

“As Lake Country continues to grow, we need to keep finding smarter and more efficient ways 
to support new housing while maintaining the high quality of service residents expect. This 
funding will help us review our zoning and development approval processes and explore 
innovative approaches, including modern methods of construction that can help support 
housing delivery in our community.”

Mike Hurley, mayor of Burnaby –

“Burnaby is growing quickly, and we need to make it easier to deliver the homes people need, 
while maintaining the thoughtful planning that makes our city livable. This funding will help us 
modernize and strengthen our approvals process by utilizing technology so we can support 
more housing, more certainty for applicants and better outcomes for our community.”

Quick Facts:

• More than 70 applications were received for the 2026 intake of the Local Government 
Development Approvals Program, which closed March 13, 2026.

• Additional approvals are anticipated soon.
• The $9-million funding is the third intake of the program.

Learn More:

• For more information about Local Government Development Approvals Program, visit: 
https://www.ubcm.ca/lgps/local-government-development-approvals

• To learn about the steps the Province is taking to tackle the housing crisis and deliver 
affordable homes for people in British Columbia, visit:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing-tenancy/more-homes-for-people

A backgrounder follows.
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Local governments that have been awarded grants
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• Abbotsford: $150,000
• Burnaby: $199,980
• Castlegar: $158,215
• Central Coast Regional District: $200,000
• Central Kootenay Regional District: $145,130
• Central Okanagan Regional District: $95,256
• Chilliwack: $124,000
• Colwood: $155,000
• Comox: $200,000
• Courtenay: $200,000
• Cumberland: $200,000
• Dawson Creek: $97,000
• Delta: $199,900
• Fernie: $200,000
• Hope: $150,000
• Houston: $150,000
• Islands Trust: $46,820
• Kamloops: $200,000
• Kaslo: $190,000
• Kent: $72,000
• Kitimat-Stikine Regional District: $45,000
• Lake Country: $83,000
• Logan Lake: $99,500
• Masset: $200,000
• Nanaimo Regional District: $200,000
• North Coast Regional District: $50,0000
• North Cowichan: $49,680
• North Vancouver District: $200,000
• Northern Rockies Regional Municipality: $100,000
• Oak Bay: $200,000
• Oliver: $125,000
• Peachland: $200,000
• Penticton: $70,000
• Pitt Meadows: $120,000
• Port Edward: $120,000
• Port Moody: $100,000
• Powell River: $19,810.72
• Prince Rupert: $155,000
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• Revelstoke: $200,000
• Richmond: $200,000
• Saanich: $199,969.50
• Silverton: $98,245
• Smithers: $200,000
• Stewart: $95,000
• Summerland: $200,000
• Taylor: $200,000
• Thompson-Nicola Regional District: $50,000
• Tofino: $100,000
• Trail: $200,000
• Ucluelet: $200,000
• Vancouver: $199,800
• Vanderhoof: $190,000
• Wells: $170,000
• West Kelowna: $200,000
• Whistler: $29,036.20
• Williams Lake: $22,000
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